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Attorney General Candidate Rob Teilhet Fights for DNA Database Expansion

Meanwhile, DNA captures a serial rapist and the federal government approves new funding mechanism

Smyrna, GA—Representative Rob Teilhet and author of “The Johnia Berry Act,”* continues to fight for an
expanded DNA database while campaigning to be Georgia’s next Attorney General. Rep. Teilhet
introduced legislation during the 2010 General Assembly that would have expanded Georgian’s current
DNA database to include samples collected upon felony arrest. The Georgia Network to End Sexual
Assault, Keep Georgia Safe, DNA Saves, members of the Surviving Parents Coalition and Johnia Berry’s
mother and father worked tirelessly with Rep. Teilhet for passage of the bill. Ultimately, the bill failed to
pass the legislature due to Georgia’s extreme budget shortfalls. However, last month Congress passed
HR 4614, “The Katie Sepich Enhanced DNA Collection Act,” giving states who collect DNA upon arrest an
extra 10% in JAG-Burne funding.

“Twenty-one other states and the federal government have passed a bill similar to HB 1033. With
passage have come studies that clearly prove that this law will prevent murders and rapes from
happening,”*? said Rep. Teilhet. “As Georgia’s next Attorney General, | will continue to fight for an
expanded DNA database. Our law enforcement officers deserve every tool available to them to keep
our families safe.”

The Atlanta Journal Constitution reported on Friday June 25" that a serial rapist was brought to justice
after DNA evidence gathered on an unrelated crime linked him to two unsolved rapes committed more
than 10 years ago.* In March of this year, DNA led to the capture of another unsolved rape in Kennesaw.
The man caught was serving time in Bibb County for sexual battery when the GBI matched his DNA to
that of the Kennesaw rape 14 years earlier.> And in February, the murderer of a DeKalb elementary
school teacher in 2008 was found because of DNA.® In fact, as of April 2010, the number of cases aided
by DNA in Georgia topped 2,700.’

In addition to preventing crime, solving cold cases and resolving open investigations faster, an enhanced
DNA database will exonerate the innocent. Too often innocent people spend years in our criminal
justice system and end up languishing in our prisons—having never committed the crime for which they
were convicted. A more robust DNA collection system can prevent this type of injustice. More than
200 wrongfully convicted individuals have been exonerated through new DNA tests, eight of those
people in Georgia. Many were not fully exonerated until after a sample from the DNA database
matched to another offender. ®



“We know that 70% of crime in our nation is committed by just six percent of offenders. We can
prevent this six percent, the ones responsible for most of our crime, from ever victimizing someone
again. And we can do that by expanding our DNA database,” said Rob Teilhet. “Georgia can’t afford
an Attorney General who only cares about crime after it has been committed. Simply put, prosecuting
a crime is not enough. Georgia deserves an Attorney General who will fight to prevent crime from
happening in the first place.”

Rob Teilhet’s campaign for Attorney General focuses on protecting Georgia’s children, crime prevention,
ethics in government, and consumer protection. Teilhet is widely known as a champion in the General
Assembly for protecting Georgians from rip-offs and con artists. He has been a reliable supporter of law
enforcement and crime victims as a member of the House Judiciary Committee. Teilhet has also
consistently fought for stronger ethics laws.

Rob Teilhet has received endorsements from the IBEW Local 613, law enforcement officer Marshal Greg
Countryman of Muscogee County, former legislator and U.S. Senate candidate Jim Martin, powerful
prosecutor DeKalb Solicitor General Robert James, former Supreme Court Justice George T. Smith,
Civil Rights Leaders Representative Tyrone Brooks and Elder Bill Harris, the Chairmen of the Legislative
Black Caucus, Senator Emanuel Jones, eight Democratic State Senators, and over fifty current and
former Democratic members of the House of Representatives.

Rob Teilhet (pronounced tuh-lay) has represented Smyrna and Marietta in the Georgia House of
Representatives since his election in 2002. He is the Chief Deputy Whip of the House Democratic Caucus
and serves on the Judiciary, Education, and Industrial Relations Committees. He is a partner in the
Marietta law firm of Rogers, Strimban & Teilhet. More information about his campaign and other
endorsements can be found at his website, www.robforgeorgia.com .
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1 HB 1033, “The Johnia Berry Act,” was named after graduate student Johnia Berry who was murdered in
her apartment by an unknown assailant in 2004. Her case went unsolved for nearly three years. In 2007,
DNA collected from the murderer on an unrelated charge linked him to her death. Johnia Berry’s parents,
Michael and Joan Berry, advocate throughout the Southeast for DNA database expansions in hopes that
no other parent will ever have to live through what they have.

2 “Requiring DNA for felony arrests can solve and prevent violent crimes. Waiting for conviction can cost
lives.” Study completed by the City of Chicago, 2005.

3 “Denver Study on Preventable Crime: Requiring DNA for Felony Arrests Can Solve and Prevent Crime.”

Study completed by the Denver District Attorney’s Office, 2006.

http://www.ajc.com/news/atlanta/dna-evidence-sends-serial-558044.html

http://www.ajc.com/news/cobb/police-dna-solves-14-365627.html
http://www.gwinnettdailypost.com/home/headlines/83697062.html
http://www.fbi.gov/hq/lab/codis/clickmap.htm
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